
 

 

ADDY
RIVERA
SONDA

Addy was born and raised in a little town in the south of
Mexico, a town with a farmers market (full of people,
fruits, flowers and colors) and a house (full of books)
where she grew up. As a passionate animal lover and
vegan, she is an avid activist in various animal rights
groups like Animal Save, Anti-Speciesist Action”, and
Casa Animal “Animal House”. She considers a very
important part of her activism is putting up her
illustrations on social media to spread the message of
kindness and love for our planet and fellow living being
with which we share our homes.

 

 

 



 

 

ADRIANA
PREDOI

Adriana grew up in Romania where she studied Mural
Art in high school and continued with a BA in Fine Art.
After graduating, she started working as a freelance
illustrator for various companies in Romania and spent
the last years focusing on children's il lustration,
working from her little home studio in London. Adriana
works mainly digitally and her style is whimsical and
with a touch of magic. She gets inspiration from plants,
nature and best of all, books. In her free time, she
loves reading fiction, writing stories for children and
dreaming of publishing her own picture book.
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AGNIESZKA
POTOCKA

Agnieszka was born in a small city in eastern Poland.
She moved to Gdan ́sk to study architecture where she
is currently based. She is an architect by profession but
illustration became her true passion. She is a self-
taught il lustrator who works digitally but also likes
sketching in traditional mediums such as coloured
pencils. She loves creating magical worlds and sharing
emotions through her art. Agnieszka pays attention to
small details in her il lustrations and loves designing
new characters. Her dream is to inspire children all
over the world with her work and has already published
several children's books in Poland.

 

 

  



 

AHYA
KIM

Ahya was born in 2000 to a British Korean family in
New Malden, known as London’s ‘Korea Town’. Today,
she continues to live there, appreciating the elegant
languages and colourful food of both cultures. Ahya’s
love for reading and drawing was encouraged by her
parents from youth. In 2021, she graduated from the
University of Bristol with a degree in Religion and
Theology as she enjoyed learning about theological
texts and theologians which continue to influence her.
Nonetheless, Ahya never stopped loving art, practising
Fine Art and eventually picking up digital art, now her
preferred medium.
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ALEJANDRA
RUIZ

Alejandra Ruiz is an il lustrator, visual storyteller, and
creative explorer. She was born in Bogotá, but grew up
in the small city of Manizales. While studying Film at
the National University of Colombia, she spent 5
months abroad, studying costume history at Purdue
University. Alejandra found her true passion, however,
in il lustration and storytelling. Her work celebrates day-
to-day moments, emotions, and details. With a love of
animals, nature, and most importantly, her Colombian
heritage, she includes a lot of these elements in her
work. Alejandra loves the color green and is an avid
reader and coffee lover.
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ANA
SANFELIPPO

Ana Sanfelippo was born in Buenos Aires in 1982. She
studied graphic design, il lustration, and calligraphy,
specializing in typography at the University of Buenos
Aires (UBA). Her main media of choice are paper,
acrylic, and ink. Her il lustrations incorporate many
vibrant colors inside natural scenery. Ana loves
traveling, listening music and watching movies as
inspirations, but her cat and family are her best
motivation in life and in her art. Ana has il lustrated for
magazines and books and also designed patterns and
other works for various products. She has been
exhibited in Buenos Aires and Bratislava.

 

 

  



 

ANA
TORO

Ana is a Venezuelan artist whose practice has been
extremely diverse. She grew up in Caracas in a
Hungarian immigrant family, and after getting her BA in
Visual Communication, she became an immigrant
herself. She's lived in four different countries and
worked as an English tutor for preschoolers, a graphic
designer and a fancy wedding cake maker, to name a
few fun and creative stints. She now lives in Toronto
with her husband and a silly Boston terrier named Moe.
Her work is inspired by life's tiny pleasures, like a great
meal shared with loved ones, a walk at the park with a
friend, or meeting a kind stranger.
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ANNA
KUBASZEWSKA

Anna was born in Warsaw. After 31 years in Poland,
she decided to move to France, where she has made
her home. Her passion for drawing started when she
was a young girl. Her mum knew that as long as she
had pen and paper, she would be happy to spend all
day drawing; so it was a piece of cake to be around
her. She considered becoming a fashion designer or
interior designer, but after finishing her Master in Arts
and working as a graphic designer in some advertising
agencies, she focused on working as a freelance
children’s il lustrator.

 

 

 

 

 



ASHLEE
SPINK

Ashlee is a freelance illustrator currently living and
working in Dorset, UK. She holds a BA in Illustration
from the Arts University Bournemouth after graduating
in 2016. Ashlee specialises in the children’s market,
creating picture books & illustrations for Art Licensing.
She loves incorporating lots of litt le details in her
illustrations, working within pastel colour palettes and
creating adorable characters. Ashlee’s passion for
drawing developed at an early age and was inspired by
the artwork in picture books and comics such as Calvin
& Hobbes.
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BELINDA
CHEN

Belinda Chen is originally from a small family run
ceramic factory in North Taiwan. She imagined the
factory as a giant playground. It inspired her to create
from childhood, striving to create a dream-like utopia to
be enjoyed by both children and adults of all ages.
After graduating from Central Saint Martins Art College,
she started her journey as a freelance illustrator and
printmaker in London. Belinda’s experience in
printmaking, book art and character design have
brought her increased individuality and provided layers
of emotion to the images.
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BETH
SPENCER

Beth Spencer is a Memphis based illustrator, who loves
drawing people, pets, and all the creepy, crawly
creatures who make life more fun. Her inspirations
include vintage photos, animals, psychology, humor,
expression, and love. She enjoys drawing people in
public places, like the DMV, bookstores, and parks.
When she isn't drawing in a sketchbook, Beth is
bottling kombucha, adding ice cream to her breakfast
cereal, or practicing yoga. She lives with her husband,
Eric, and a menagerie of rescued pets: cats, Sean,
Xian, & Harmonica, and three dogs Reggie, Charles, &
Vigo
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BROGAN
HONOR

Brogan Honor is an il lustrator and mess maker who
lives with her two very vocal cats in the rainy North-
East of England. As a child she used to love to tell tall
tales, go on little adventures to the bottom of the
garden, and play make believe. Not much has changed

 

 



now she’s a grown-up (apart from being able to escape
the confines of the garden, thankfully). One of her main
inspirations is channelling that childlike wonder and
magic into her il lustrations with bright colours and
whimsical, hidden details.

 

 

 

BROOKE
O
NEILL

Born and raised in the city and suburbs of Chicago,
Brooke O’Neill had a passion for drawing (and
becoming a mermaid) after watching The Little Mermaid
on the big screen at age five. Some years after
obtaining a BA & Graphic Design degree from Ill inois
State University, she began to realize her real passion
was illustration. She has illustrated several children’s
books, is a SCBWI member and volunteer, and through

 

 



Astound is looking to further her artistic journey. When
she’s not drawing, she loves spending time with her
two children, husband, and their dog, Donut.

 

 

 

CEDRIC
ABT

Cédric was born in France, in 1988. Since early
childhood, the art of drawing has been a source of
inspiration for him. He chose to study graphic art at the
ESA, Grande Ecole of Arts, in Tournai, Belgium. Soon,
the art of il lustration became particularly appealing and
the idea of telling stories through drawings fil led him
with enthusiasm. After graduation, he became a
freelance illustrator and started working for youth

 

 



programs in Lille, in the north of France, for two years
before moving to the Paris region.

 

 

 

GEETA
LADI

Geeta Ladi is a children’s book illustrator born and
raised in Mumbai. As a child, she poured through
storybooks, absorbing the rich il lustrations and creating
new imaginative worlds from them. India’s multicultural
diversity has influenced her style, as her colorful work
aims to share it’s unique energy with children all over
the world. Geeta has combined her artistic knowledge
with her personal experience of working with children in

 

 



Indian schools. Her focus has been on creating art
expressing curiosity, innocence, and in particular,
highlighting the special strength of girls.

 

 

 

GRACE
HABIB

Grace was born in the suburbs of Chicago to immigrant
parents. Her mom was from Seoul, South Korea and
her father is from Beirut, Lebanon. Living with two
different ethnic backgrounds, her life was enriched with
art, food, and culture. Since she was a little girl she
loved to draw animals all the time. Her parents
encouraged her to follow her passion in art. From
there, she graduated with honors with a BFA

 

 



Il lustration from Columbus College of Art and Design.
She worked as a kids greeting card designer at
American Greetings for over 4 years and now she is
freelancing.
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HENRY
RANCOURT

Henry Rancourt lives in Cleveland, Ohio. He studied
illustration at the Cleveland Institute of Art, where he
fell in love with the world of picture book illustration
and children’s media. Henry works digitally using a
wide variety of scanned materials, such as handmade
paper and textures, to give his il lustrations a whimsical
feel. In 2021, he showed work in The Society of
Illustrators Los Angeles West 59 Show. He is also a

 

 



member of the Society of Children’s Book Writers and
Illustrators. When he is not working, Henry enjoys
reading and biking in the city.
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JAYRI
GOMEZ

Jayri Go ́mez is a children's book illustrator from the
Dominican Republic. From a very young age, Jayri
knew she wanted to pursue drawing, and found her
dream job in il lustrating books. As an illustrator, Jayri
has published many works with various brands and
publishers. The Stars of Din will be her debut as an
author. As an expert in multitasking, she likes to sing
or watch videos while working on her art. Jayri loves

 

 



watching horror shows and movies while working.
Despite her love of horror, Jayri’s artwork is cute and
as colorful as can be. She also channels this
colorfulness into her daily life.

 

 

 

JENNICA
LOUNSBURY

Jennica was born in Montreal, and currently lives in
Toronto with her family. She loves to read, draw, and
think up fun ideas! Then she loves to draw the fun
ideas she thinks and reads about. She has always been
an artist, and went to animation school to learn about
making art move. Her passion for picture books led her
to children’s il lustration, where she gets to combine
warm, thoughtful visual storytelling with playful details.

 

 



Jennica has worked on picture books about all sorts of
subjects, and some have been very serious and some
have been very goofy, but to every one she adds her
unique brand of heart.
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JIEYU
DENG

Jieyu Deng is an il lustrator/designer from China.
Influenced by her father, she has loved drawing ever
since she was six years old. The wall and floor were
once her most natural drawing paper. Wanting to focus
on painting and graphic design, she went to the United
States to complete a graduate degree in il lustration at
Savannah College of Art and Design after she got her
BFA in animation in China. Jieyu is passionate about

 

 



photography. Most of her works are inspired by her
photography, everything around her, especially nature,
her hometown, and people.

 

 

 

JO
PODMORE

Jo Podmore was born in the south of England in 1970
but grew up in a small market town in Staffordshire.
She has since lived in London or Surrey for over 20
years. She was smitten with art from an early age,
deciding, age 6, to become an artist after winning a
prize for a painting in school (she stil l vividly
remembers that painting). Eventually moving on from
poster paints and crayons she worked in watercolor and

 

 



gouache, il lustrating for greetings card studios and
stationery and also as a copy artist for a popular series
of children’s books. Now working digitally she creates
imagery that is playful and often humorous.

 

 

 

KAMALA
NAIR

Kamala M Nair grew up in Kerala, a small state in
Southern Coastal India surrounded by exotic wildlife,
stunning beaches, lush green hills and turquoise
backwaters. She is a professional Architect, children's
book Illustrator and most recently an author. Her
background in architecture helps her to visualise and
think like a designer and her inner artistic self does
magic with colours. Her works are heavily inspired by a

 

 



harmonious blend of nature and architecture. Kamala
loves to travel and get immersed in the beauty of
culture, architecture and people around the world!

 

 

 

KATYA
LONGHI

Katya Longhi was born in 1984 in Modica, a small town
in Southern Italy. She grew up in Trento and studied at
the Art Academy in Florence. Since then she has
studied il lustration at Nemo NT Academy of Digital
Arts. When she was a child she drew everything she
saw – she has countless drawings of ice cream and
Snoopy! Katya completed several animation and
illustration workshops, which she found invaluable as

 

 



they helped her establish her style, and were the
stimulation for her passion. Katya works digitally but
she begins by drawing with pencil on paper.

 

 

 

KELLY
CASWELL

Kelly lives in the seaside town of Clevedon, UK, and
works from her home studio at the end of the garden.
She completed an Illustration degree in 2006 and has
worked for book publishers and design agencies before
spreading her wings and going freelance. Kelly likes to
start projects with lots of sketches. Once she has
finalised her ideas, she will then moved digitally, which
is where she enjoys experimenting with colour, texture

 

 



and adding in extra details to the drawing.  

 

 

LIZ
BRIZZI

Liz was born and raised in Paris before moving to
California at the age of sixteen. Growing up in a family
of storytellers, she quickly picked up a pencil as a little
girl to draw her own comic books. She went on to
graduate from Otis College of Art and Design in 2002
and started her career as an illustrator. Her passion for
children's books ignited when her son was born, and
she has been focusing on telling stories and bringing

 

 



them to life with her pencils ever since. When she's not
drawing, Liz loves to propagate succulents, cook Italian
food, feed the feral cats of her neighborhood and read
books
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MADELEINE
MARIE

Madeleine Marie was born in Sao Paulo, Brazil while
her parents were teaching internationally. The family
soon moved to a small New England town in Rhode
Island where Madeleine stil l enjoys long walks on the
beach with her tiny but formidable Yorkie, Bear.
Although Madeleine’s initial aspiration as a child was
to grow up to be a baby elephant, enough re-reads of
Maurice Sendak’s “Where the Wild Things Are”

 

 



convinced her she would be better suited as a
children’s book illustrator.

 

 

 

MANU
(MANUELA)
MONTOYA

Manu was born in Medellín, Colombia in 1990. She
studied Graphic Design and Advertising at the
University of Medellín in her home town and Art
Direction in ELISAVA in Barcelona. She has worked for
advertising agencies such as DDB and McCann
Erickson. Manu grew up both in the city and the
country, and spent most of her childhood playing with
plants, animals, and exploring the woods. She is a cat

 

 



person and a dog person, and draws every single day
of her life. She has worked for SM editorial and wants
to focus on children’s books and adult books. She
usually works with gouache, colored pencils, ink, and
digital media.
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MELANIE
MIKECZ

Originally hailing from Wisconsin, Melanie earned a
degree in Visual Communications from the Washington
University School of Art in St. Louis. Since graduating
in 2004, she has worked as an illustrator and designer
in Boston, London and now San Francisco. Melanie
specializes in a digital mixed media style that charms
children and adults alike. Her technique involves
sketching, painting, scanning, and collaging on the

 

 



computer. She loves drawing a menagerie of colorful
creatures and geometric abstracts. When she’s not
creating art, she enjoys long distance running and
hiking
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MONICA
GAROFALO

Monica Garofalo was born, lives and works in Trento, a
city in northern Italy and deals with il lustration and
graphics. Her father was a painter and he conveyed to
her the joy and passion for painting, art and music,
teaching her the joy of colors and imagination from an
early age; in every picture by her father there is always
a small leaf or a flower designed by her! She graduated
in Graphic Design and Multimedia at the LABA

 

 



academy and honed her innate skills by participating in
various artistic training courses, il lustration courses
and becoming certified in digital graphics.

 

 

 

NATHALIA
TAKEYAMA

Nathalia Takeyama was born in 1996, São Paulo,
Brazil. Being half Japanese, half Brazilian she grew up
surrounded by two beautiful cultures that inspire her
every day. She loved to draw since she was a little kid
so she went to college to pursue her dreams and
majored in Animation Design in 2017, after that, she
won a scholarship in Quanta Academia de Artes for an
Illustration course from 2018 to 2019. The world and

 

 



nature inspire her to be a better version of herself and
evolve her il lustration so she can bring joy to as many
people as she can.
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PAULA
ORTIZ

Paula Ortiz was born in Medellín, Colombia. She is a
graphic designer with a master’s in children's literature
and has worked as an illustrator in the publishing
sector for more than 10 years.The language of her
brushstrokes is simple, candid and sweet, which has
allowed her to create her own universe with characters
who tell stories through beautiful metaphors. Her work
has been influenced by the textile world, making it

 

 



wonderfully rich in shapes, colors and textures, coming
from patterns, trends, and its various materials and
techniques. Paula usually works with gouache, colored
pencil as well as digital media.

 

 

 

PAWEL
GIERLINSKI

Pawel Gierlinski is a freelance illustrator born in the
early 1990s in a beautiful city in eastern Poland -
Lublin. His work is influenced by his love of cartoons
as well as fantasy stories and movies. From early
childhood, he was accompanied by a sheet of paper
and a pencil. His il lustrations are characterized by
warm, saturated colors. He enjoys creating new
characters, imaginary items, vehicles, places and fun

 

 



scenarios. Pawel likes drawing both people and
animals and listens to rock or jazz while at work. He
creates his images mainly digitally. However, crayons
and watercolors are his favourite traditional mediums.
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RALUCA
BURCA

Raluca is an il lustrator based in Romania. She studied
graphic arts and illustration at George Enescu
University of Arts in Iasi and completed her master’s
Degree at Bucharest National University of Arts. Raluca
is always looking for new ways to reach the viewer's
heart through illustrating children's books, animating
short fi lms, and writing her own stories. She loves
illustration in any shape and texture and aspires to

 

 



become an artist who inspires and contributes to the
harmonious development of children. She works in
traditional mediums combining watercolour with
coloured pencils, gouache, chalk, oil pastels, threads
and even textiles.

 

 

 

SAKSHI
MANGAL

Sakshi was born and raised in India. Working out of her
studio at home in Vancouver, Sakshi is naturally drawn
to the fascinating world of children's book illustration,
where bold colours and scribbly lines inspire her work.
While growing up in Mumbai, Sakshi enjoyed telling
bedtime stories to her mother, and this later turned into
a passion for bringing these worlds to life through her
art and her books. To pursue her childhood passion,

 

 



Sakshi moved to the United Kingdom to earn a
bachelor’s degree in animation from Teesside
University, and then a master’s degree from the
Cambridge School of Art in Children’s Book illustration.
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art and her books. To pursue her childhood passion,

 

 



Sakshi moved to the United Kingdom to earn a
bachelor’s degree in animation from Teesside
University, and then a master’s degree from the
Cambridge School of Art in Children’s Book illustration.

 

 

 

YENNA
MARIANA

Yenna Mariana is an il lustrator based in Jakarta. Yenna
picked up a pencil at 4 years old and thus began her
journey in il lustration. Growing up she would doodle
everywhere around the house, and in her schoolbook.
As a young adult, she went on study il lustration and
animation for 4 years, graduating with a Bachelor of
Arts in 2017. Yenna has had the opportunity to work on
various children's projects such as animated series,

 

 



short fi lms, and picture books. She usually works
digitally and loves using bright colors in her
illustrations. In her free time, she likes to watch movies
and dog videos on Instagram but also enjoys yoga.
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ZELMA
FIRDAUZIA
(FR)

Zelma was born and raised in Indonesia. She spends a
lot of her time with books and writes whatever she
likes. Being a writer used to be her goal until art brings
her far away from what she has imagined. She
graduated with a bachelor's degree of visual
communication design, and then worked in a small
studio to understand how the industry works while stil l
drawing from time to time. It took quite some time until

 

 



she landed her passion in il lustration. Drawing is her
way to understand herself throughout her childhood
memories, favorite movies and cartoon characters.

 

 

 

ZIHUA
YANG

Zihua is a NY-based artist specializing in il lustration
and storytelling. She was born in Inner Mongolia,
China. She started drawing when she was a little girl,
always finding ways to express herself creatively, such
as drawing on her textbooks. Pairing those dry articles
with her il lustrations made them more fun to read.
Encouraged by her mother, she started pursuing a
career in art. After graduating from art college, she

 



worked for EA Games as a video game artist and
contributed to multiple AAA+ titles such as “Need for
Speed”, “Harry Potter”, “Warhammer”, “Fifa online”, and
more.

 


